
Neighborhood facilitated meeting, Mar 1, 2018 at the Art Center 
PNQL’s Prioritized Concerns  
 
Ric Rudman of Palo Alto Mediation Program ran the meeting; 35 immediate neighbors 
surrounding the school attended.  First 2-1/2 hours was a raucous and engaged discussion, led 
by Ric, who wrote out the issues on white boards.  Then he set up a process having everyone 
take 10 red dots and put them on the points most important and impactful to them. These results 
were tallied and reported back to PNQL by Ric, summarized below: 
 

1. Further encroachment by Castilleja will change the look and feel of the neighborhood 
by demolishing homes, uprooting trees, and building an underground garage. 
a. Removal of trees and single-family residences to construct the proposed garage 

will cause permanent aesthetic and environmental damage to our R-1 residential 
neighborhood 

b. A garage on Emerson street would result in institutionalizing the short block of 
Emerson, currently a residential street, and residential rental stock will be reduced. 

c. School has already taken the 200-block of Melville, neighbors want end to 
changing the face of the neighborhood by Castilleja. 

2. Too many students 
a. Enrollment already too high, need to reduce profile by reducing students and staff 

to fit this small acreage  
b. School can split campus between grades 8 and 9 and grow, accommodating 

many more deserving girls. 
3. Safety issues 

a. Proposed garage impedes flow of traffic; more cars will enter neighborhood to 
drop girls; cars, pedestrians, bikes along Bryant Bike Blvd will suffer increased 
congestion. 

b. Embarcadero & Emerson, Embarcadero and Bryant already are dangerous 
corners; yet these are listed as planned ingress and egress for garage. 

4. Inappropriate use of R-1 zoned land;  
a. the negative impacts from the combined impact of Castilleja’s project, growing 

traffic from Stanford, and major infrastructure (trains) needs to be addressed in 
Castilleja‘s proposed plan. 

b. Keeping Castilleja the historic, bucolic campus by modernizing buildings would be 
best-use of site and environmental sustainable; respectful consideration of 
neighbors needs to be a goal of the school. 

c. Negative impacts of the high volume of drop-off and pick-up traffic on Kellogg 
Ave during weekdays; school needs to use shuttles, buses, and interior drop-offs 

5. Adverse impacts of too many weeknight and weekend events. 
a. Neighbors need quiet and relaxation during weeknights and weekends, relief from 

constant traffic and monitors                           
b. Neighbors are interested in the school establishing hours of operation with a set 

number of events that are published and adhered to. 
6. An extended period of disruption to the neighborhood caused by the proposed 

construction project. 
a. Demolition will cause pollution, excessive noise, potential de-watering 
b. 5-6 years of construction presents risks to the health and well-being of the 

surrounding residents 
c. Staging construction vehicles will damage and clog our narrow streets and 

possibly block driveways and impede movement. 
 

 


